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Members of reactivated Mormon Battalion — when plans for the permanent 
incorporation were being visualized in 1947. Left to right: David M. Evans, 
Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., Richard A. Lambert and Elias L. Day. 


Mormon Battalion 
Activity Increasing 

It is unofficially reported that with 
the first warm weather the famous re" 
activated Mormon Battalion will begin 
weekly drill on old Pioneer Square at 
3rd South and 3rd West, Salt Lake 
City. 

Contract for authentic Mormon Bat" 
talion uniforms is in the process of being 
let for the 509 officers and men that 
will make up the companies A, B, C, D, 
and E, of the renowned outfit, but until 
they are received the men will drill in 
“civies’ 5 it is reported. 

Saturday evenings have tentatively 


been set as drill night, and fit is planned 
to have a military band on hand and to 
mount a retreat parade with flag cere" 
monies each week. Unit commanders 
will try to -bring their organisations up 
to strength and proficiency in drill in 
time to take part in the coming cere¬ 
monies at Fort Moore, Los Angeles, 
marking the site where the Battalion 
first raised the Stars and Stripes over 
the newly acquired Mexican Territory 
on July 4, 1847. 

Membership in the Mormon Batta- 
lion is unequivically predicated on the 
applicant first being a member in good 
standing in the National Society of the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr. 
To Head Task-Force 

Undertaking, according to President 
Horace A. Sorensen, to be the big¬ 
gest in the History of the National So¬ 
ciety. 

“Know your Utah Week,” which 
for years past has spotlighted the Janu" 
ary activities of the National Society of 
the Sons of Utah Pioneers, has been 
blown up to astronomical proportions, 
and will be celebrated throughout the 
state as “Know Your Utah Year.” 

“A week is, of course, much too short 
a period,” said President Sorensen in 
explanation of the biggest venture of 
the Society to date. “This year we are 
expanding it to run 10 months from 
March 21 to the end of December.” 

Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr., immediate 
past president of the Society, has been 
appointed . general chairman to head a 
state-wide task force of some eighty 
key men who will direct the varied seg¬ 
ments of the operation that will include 
the schools, church, the press, service 
clubs, industry, radio, T.V. and com¬ 
munities. 

Since 1933, according to Mr. Morgan, 
the National Society has been busy lo¬ 
cating, restoring, marking, preserving 
and publishing in order that the his¬ 
toric sites, natural attractions, and scenic 
loveliness of the state might better be 
brought to the appreciation of our own 
people first, and then to the hundreds 
of thousands of tourists who annually 
visit Utah and to the tens-of-thousands 
more who would come if most of us 
were a little more enthusiastic about 
what we have. 

Now we are unashamedly asking all 
segments of the state’s culture to assist 
us in our task, continued Mr. Morgan. 
This year, we propose to take Utah to 
the people. Our theme is “See Utah 
First.” 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Pilgrimage To Original 
Pony Express Stations 
Planned 

A special Jeep Posse of some fifty 
state notables is now in the blue-print 
stage of high 1 echelon planning for an 
early spring swing around the original 
Pony Express Stations in the state, un¬ 
der the cantankerous eye of Brother 
James P. Sharp, who is perhaps the 
greatest living authority on the Pony 
Express. 

Special news-reel representatives will 
be invited, a tape recording will be 
made on the spot, and it is hoped direct 
connections by short wave radio can be 
effected with one of our major radio 
stations. In fact, short-wave T.V. is 
■not entirely out of the question. 

For the present we must await the 
melting of the winter snows, the heal¬ 
ing of Brother James’ ankle, which he 
broke dancing, and the accumulation 
of a few more juicy steaks for the 
chuck-wagon that will be waiting for 
the party at the old Dugway Station. 


President’s Cup 
To Be Awarded 



This handsome 
spun- metal trophy- 
cup will be awarded 
in June to the chap¬ 
ter making the best 
gain in membership 
during the first five 
months of 1955. 

Thereafter it will 
:be awarded annual¬ 
ly in June, and when it has been won 
the second time by the same chapter 
it will become the property of that chap¬ 


ter. 


The formula for figuring chapter 
gains is simple. (1) Calculations are 
based on the paid up membership re¬ 
ported for 1954. (2) One point will be 
awarded for every additional member 
recruited over this 1954 figure. (3) One 
point will be awarded for every per- 
oentum or major fraction thereof of 
percent gain in numbers made by the 
chapter this year over its 1954 mem¬ 
bership. 

The membership of each chapter as 
recorded by the office of our treasurer 
for 1954 is shown elsewhere in this 


issue. 

As an added incentive for chapters 
to really get the.lead out, our Wash¬ 
ington County chapters have agreed to 
fill the cup, on presentation, with gen¬ 
uine Dixie Wine. 


On Life Memberships 

Life Membership • waives all national 
society dues for the holder so honored. 
This means that he is carried on the 
rolls of the Society thereafter as a mem¬ 
ber paid in full, and is entitled to all 
privileges and services conferred by the 
Society’s constitution. 

Each Life Member, whenever practi¬ 
cal, should affiliate with a local chapter 
in order that he might participate in the 
many projects and activities planned on 
the local level. 

Life Membership does not waive the 
necessity of paying annual dues to the 
local chapter with which the member is 
affiliated. Life Members who affiliate 
with, and attend local chapter meetings 
are under the same obligation to pay 
chapter dues and the cost of meals as 
any other member. 


American Heritage 

By Virgil V. Peterson 

The first issue of American Heritage , 
the Magazine of History, in its new 


bobk. format, was distributed to sub¬ 
scribers oh, December 6, 1954. An in- 
teresting departure from the conven- 
tional, this attractive, hard-cover peri¬ 
odical had an initial circulation of 
80,000 copies with bookstore sales of 
12,500. 

A* bi-monthly, American Heritage is 
published under the joint sponsorship 
of the American Association for State 
and Local History, whose president is 
Howard Peekham, Director of Clements 
Library and the Society of American 
Historians, headed by Pulitzer Pri 2 ;e 
winner, Allan Nevins. Copies are avail¬ 
able through bookstores at $2.95 each. 
Subscriptions are now $12.00 per year. 

The second issue will be published 
February 7, and will include the fol¬ 
lowing articles: 

“An Eye - Witness Describes the 
Hanging of John Brown,” by Boyd Stut- 
ler; “To the Farthest Point of the Rich 
East,” by Charles H. P. Copeland; 
“People of the Long House,” by Paul 
W. W. Wallace; “The Cult of the 
Primitives,” by James Thomas Flexner; 
“Riding the Circuit with Lincoln,” by 
Willard King; and “Yankee Gunners 
at Louisbourg,” by Fairfax Downey. 

In summary, a casual perusal of this 
book dorm periodical will immediately 
demonstrate its appeal and acceptance 
to those Sons interested in the field of 
history. 


It’s Later Than You Think 

The Society is in receipt of the fol¬ 
lowing request from Mr. L. H. Kirk¬ 
patrick, Librarian, University of Utah 
Library. 

“I wonder if the men who are prom¬ 
inent in the Sons of the Utah Pioneers 
■might not be willing to get every big 
advertiser who belongs, to put aside in 
a little box an item suggesting to peo¬ 
ple who have diaries, journals and old 
books about the Mormons that they give 
them either to the State Historical So¬ 
ciety, University of Utah, City Library, 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, or to the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers.” 

“It is certainly true that piany peo¬ 
ple are still throwing away items of tre¬ 
mendous value.” 

At least half the membership of the 
National Society is made up of men who 
buy and use advertising. We urge all 
of these Sons to consider Mr. Kirk¬ 
patrick’s request. In the field of saving 
original documents and articles of 
Utah’s historic past, it is indeed later 
than you think. 
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A typical winter scene at Pioneer Village, 
3000 Connor St., Salt Lake City. Old 
sawed-log house brought in from Wan* 
ship, restored and practically refurnished* 
Over 70 years old. 

The wintry day, descending to its close 
Invites all wearied nature to repose. 

And shades of night are falling dense and 
fast 

Like sable curtains closing o're the past. 
Pale through the gloom the newly fallen 
snow 

Wraps in a shroud the silent earth below 
As though 'twere mercy’s hand had 
spread the pall, 

A cymbol of forgiveness unto all. 

By Orson F. Whitney 

Kansas City Chapter 

Brother E. Wiley Barker, 7319 
Tracy, Kansas City, Mo., is rallying 
all eligible Sons in that vicinity. Charter 
night for the new chapter will be an¬ 
nounced in the immediate future. If 
you know of fellows who should be 
interested, please send their names to 
Brother Barker. 

First Blood For Custer 

We are in receipt of a remittance 
from Brother J. Rulon Morgan, Treas¬ 
urer, covering renewals of 13 member¬ 
ships from the George Albert Smith 
chapter, Provo. This is the first remit¬ 
tance we have received this year. Thank 
you, Brother Rulon. Your $32.50 makes 
it possible to again buy stamps in the 
national office. Never has money looked 
so good, nor has it ever been more wel¬ 
come. 

We Point With Pride 

The Society is rightly proud of Broth¬ 
er Verl G. Dixon of Provo and con¬ 
gratulates him on his election to the . 
office of vice-president of the Utah State 
Association of County Officials at its 
annual convention at the Newhouse 
Hotel, Salt Lake City, January 20 . 
Brother Verl is a human dynamo and a 
natural born administrator. Through 
his splendid efforts your Society is in 



the course of negotiating a chapter on 
the campus of the Brigham Young Uni¬ 
versity at Provo. Let’s all give Brother 
Verl a great big hand. 


Box Score For *54 

We list below the way each chapter 
finished last year. Figures indicate paid- 
up members. Is it the “Twilight of the 
Gods” or just the “Dark before the 
Dawn?” 


In ail humility, let us remember this: 
A man can’t give what he does not pos¬ 
sess. If we want the other fellow to 
become enthusiastic, we must be en¬ 
thusiastic. If we want the other fellow 
to be active, we must show activity. If 
we want membership we must provide 
first of all a program and some real, in¬ 
teresting activity. We must meet often, 
and we must “eat when we meet.” 


Salt Lake Luncheon Club......138 

Cedar City chapter ..... 65 

Sugar House chapter . 55 

Ogden-Weber chapter. 45 

California chapter _...__ 33 

Temple Fork chapter ..... 23 

Pioneer chapter .. 22 

Thomas L. Kane chapter . 20 

Buena Ventura chapter. 20 

Lehi chapter... 16 

Brigham City chapter .. 13 

Little Salt Lake chapter .. 13 


George Albert Smith chapter 


Special Meeting 
Friday, February 18 

A special conference for all local 
chapter officers (president, vice presi¬ 
dent, secretary, treasurer) to meet with 
the national executive board, is called 
for Friday, February 18th at 8:00 p.m. 
at the Sons of Utah Pioneers Museum, 
3000 Connor. Street, Salt Lake City. 
The purpose is to discuss promotional 
11 plans for Know Your Utah Year. 


SAVE 

HERE 

NOW 


Kofyouct 



$259.95 Deluxe with $70 
Trade-In — $189.95 

$258.95 30" Pushbutton, $60 
Trade-In — $198.95 

$389.95 Supreme, $120 
Trade-In — $269.95 

$449.95 Finest, $130 
Trade-In — $319.95 


Finest 

ELECTRIC 

RANGES 


PAY NO MONEY DOWN — 
Up to 2 years to pay. 


SOUTH 


DRIVE OUT t SAVE! 2144 HIGHLAND DM SAIT LAKE 


ss> 


DIAL 84-4341 


UlAH 


PLENTY OF FREE SPACIOUS PARKING 
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MORMON BATTALION 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sons of Utah Pioneers. Only then may 
one make application for membership in 
the Battalion; Contrary to the opinion 
of many, it is not necessary to have had 
an ancestor in the original organization. 
If you are eligible to become a Son, you 
are subsequently eligible to become a 
Battalion member. 

At a meeting of the Battalion, Tues¬ 
day evening, January 25, the following 
military staff'was elected: 

General Nicholas G. Morgan, Sr,, re¬ 
presenting General Kearny. 

Maj. General Fred E. H. Curtis, repre¬ 
senting Colonel P. St.Geor.ge Cooke. 
Colonel Richard A. Lambert, Battalion 
executive. - 

Colonel Fred M. Reese, Battalion execu¬ 
tive. 

Lt. Colonel Elias L. Day, executive offi¬ 
cer, Central Division (Companies A 
and B). 

Lt. Colonel Ernest R. McKay, executive 
officer Northern Division (Compan¬ 
ies C and D). 

Lt. Colonel Lanel Lunt, executive offi¬ 
cer Southern Division (Company E). 
Lt. Colonel Alvin Keddington, Batta¬ 
lion Adjutant. 

Lt. Colonel Horace A. Sorensen, Spe¬ 
cial Services. 

Major Harold H. Jenson, Public Rela¬ 
tions officer. 

Major P. LeRoy Nelson, Judge Advo¬ 
cate. 

Major James E. Burns, Battalion Chap¬ 
lin. 

Major Dr. W. S. Worlton, Health. 
Major Joseph L. Chandler, Engineer 
Officer. 

Major D. Crawford Huston, Welfare 
Officer. 

Captains James Cannon and Claude 
Johnson, Press. 

Captain S. Richard Keddington, En¬ 
listment. 

Captains Parley P. Giles and Harry 
Poll, Radio. 

Captain Virgil H. Smith, Finance Offi¬ 
cer. 

Captain Lon W. Reese, Transporta¬ 
tion Officer. 

Captain Ira Sharp, Supply Officer. 
Captain Dr. James H. Clark, Battalion 
Surgeon. 

Captain Sheldon Brewster, Housing. 
Captain Joseph Bennion, Mess Officer. 
Captain Ray L. Alston, Battalion Aid 
Station. 

Communications Center will be at 
504 Walker Bank Bldg., so if you want 
application blanks or further info, yell. 


Philadelphia Chapter 

Our Philadelphia chapter is rolling 
right along. Sparking the new group is 
Brother Blayney J. Barton, c/o Ameri¬ 
can Stores Co., 424 North 19th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Please send to Brother 
Barton the names of your eligible 
friends in the Philadelphia area. 


Still Among the Missing 

We regret to report that SUP chap' 
ters in Sanpete, Sevier, and Washing' 
ton Counties are still among the missing. 
Won’t some enthusiastic Son please get 
the ball rolling in communities in these 
counties? 


Do You Wear A 
SUP Lapel Button? 

If any member 
desires an official 
SUP lapel button it 
can be had either 
through your local 
chapter, or or¬ 
dering from nation¬ 
al office. If you or¬ 
der from the na¬ 
tional office there is 
a flat charge of $ 1 , 
Simply write your check and mail to: 
Executive Secretary, S.U.P., 313-314 

Zion’s Savings Bank Building, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Allow two weeks for 
receipt. 


Though atom bombs might help* the fact 
remains 

Our greatest secret weapon is our brains. 

However hard the foe may try to spot 
them. 

The way we act, he'd never guess we’ve 
got them. 


Museum Plays Host To 
The House of 
Representatives 

On Wednesday, January 19, presi¬ 
dent Horace A. Sorensen and his charm¬ 
ing wife Ethel were hosts to the House 
of Representatives of the Utah Legisla¬ 
ture at a dinner in the famous SUP Mu¬ 
seum, 3000 Connor Street, Salt Lake 
City. 

After a savory supper spiked with 
delightful entertainment, the group was 
taken through the unusual displays and 
exhibits and heard from President Sor¬ 
ensen the absorbing story of when, how, 
and why the museum came into being. 


Are We Superannuated? 

The following story came to your 
editor a few days ago. Is it writing on 
the wall? 

“At a recent meeting of one of o-ur 
chapters I was introduced to a young 
business .man in his middle-thirties who 
was present as a guest. I requested him 
to write his impression of our group on 
a piece of paper. Here is what he 
wrote: 

“My understanding is that you do 
have some activity, but no one seems 
able to tell me exactly what it is. It 
seems that the majority of your group 
are older men, and I feel that I would 
be quite out of place unless men of my 
own age were brought into the group. 
Again, I don’t know what your ac¬ 
tivities are, but to belong tp a social 
group of this kind I would like to en¬ 
joy more activity than I have observed 
or read about which has been spon¬ 
sored by the Sons of Utah Pioneers.” 

If any chapter would like to inquire 
whether this has reference to it, please 
get in touch with the editor. 


Kids you don’t have are no care. 
No labor, no cost, no despair. 

No stress, no strain, no distraction. 
No satisfaction. 


Berkley Chapter 
Organized 

At a meeting of all interested Sons 
in the Berkley-Albany bay area during 
the week of January 24th, the Berkley 
chapter, S.U.P. was organized. Brother 
Mack Hughes, 1648 Masonic Avenue, 
Albany 6 , California, was elected pres¬ 
ident. Assisting in the initial plans for 
the chapter are the following Sons: Paul 
Summerhays, F. E. H u i s h, Alonzo 
Hutchinson, Rex Daniels, Glen Har¬ 
mon, Wesley Seegmiller, Thomas Call, 
Reed Gardner, Don Ward, Wayne 
Mayhew, and Joe Eyring. 

According to Dr. Carl J. Christen¬ 
sen, national vice-president, who pre¬ 
sided at the meeting, the Berkley-Al¬ 
bany chapter has the potential of be¬ 
coming the largest chapter in the So¬ 
ciety. Other chapters, said Dr. Christ¬ 
ensen, should have no difficulty now 
in being chartered in the metropolitan 
San Francisco area, the metropolitan 
Oakland area and the communities cen¬ 
tering around Walnut Creek. If any 
reader has a friend in these areas, why 
not send his name and address to Broth¬ 
er Mack Hughes as noted above? 
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James E, and Emma May C. Burns 


Golden Wedding 

Congratulations to Vice" President 
James E. and ins sweet wife Emma May 
C. (Burns on the celebration of their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary, Tuesday, 
December 28, 1954, in the Bountiful 
Fourth-Seventh ward chapel. 

Brother Burns is Life Member No. 
42 and is a Utah pioneer of 1880. He 
is patriarch of South Davis Stake, has 
been active in public life and affairs of 
his community and state for most of 
his adult life. He is an expert on water 
utilisation and has been an important 
figure in the state Democratic party. He 
has served as city treasurer, city re¬ 
corder, and for the past 16 years has 
been a member of the city council, two 
of these years as mayor. He has served 
in the State Senate and Mrs. Burns has 
served a term in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Any other husband-and-wife-team 
that has had more activity over a happy 
fifty years, please communicate with the 
editor. 


Cache Valley Centennial 

At a meeting held January 13 by 
the Cache Valley Centennial Commis¬ 
sion in Logan, final plans for the his¬ 
toric celebration were jelled and we 
have been promised that Dr. Joel E. 
Ricks, vice - president of your Society 
and a member of the Centennial Com¬ 
mission, will write a full report of it for 
our February issue. All roads will lead 
to Cache Valley in 1956. 


Our Face Is Red 

Your editor is glad to correct an error 
in Decembers NEWS, to-wit: Life 
Member Thomas Kirkham still spells 
his name Thomas F. and not “T. T.” as 
we noted it in our list of Life Members. 
Please advise your editor of any inac¬ 
curacies you note in our publication. 
Let’s keep the record straight. 


President’s Day 
At Chapters 

It is suggested that each chapter plan 
for a President’s Day program. If in¬ 
vited for such occasion, President Hor¬ 
ace A. Sorensen says he will bring with 
him a sizeable contingent of national 
officers and will also bring his own pro¬ 
gram including speakers, stunts and 
music. All the chapter will have to 
furnish will be the invocation and the 
benediction. 

If you plan this program be sure that 
it is a luncheon or dinner meeting. Ac¬ 
cording to president Horace, we must 
“meet and eat” if we expect our chap¬ 
ters to grow. 

And as a matter of policy, and to 
avoid breaking precedent, national offi¬ 
cers insist they be permitted to pay for 
their meals whenever they visit a chap¬ 
ter. 


Chapter Project 
Going Begging 

Believe it or not, there’s a chapter 
project in down town Salt Lake that 
is going begging. Here it is! Who will 
be first to hit the beach-head? 

There is a small brass button, about 
the si^e of a fifty-cent piece, embedded 
in the sidewalk in front of the First 
Security Bank Building on Main Street 
at First South, It has some indistinct 
markings on it, and, we suppose, some 
little history attached to it. 

The question is: What is it? What 
should be done about it? Who should 
do it, or assist in doing it? 


If chapters accept this suggestion, 
please help President Horace to plan at 
least two weeks in advance. 


These Additional 
Jobs Created By 
Utah's Copper 
Production: 

103 Barbers 

245 Beauticians 

100 Bakers 

49 Painters 
Paperers 
Decorators 

103 Plumbers 

(Heating & 
Air Condi¬ 
tioning) 

75 Dairy Products 

121 Petroleum 
Refining 

346 Grocery 

Employees 

1 f 206 School 

Teachers & 

Administrative 

Personnel 

78 Pharmacists 

110 Laundrymen 

126 Doctors, 
Dentists 


Copper Keeps 
103 Utah Barbers 


in Business 


Our Utah pioneers would probably be surprised 
to know that . . . 103 barbers are part of some 
24,000 Utahns not on Utah Copper’s payroll whose 
jobs nevertheless result from copper production. 

These figures come from studies which show 
that for every job in a basic industry like Copper, 
approximately four additional jobs are created 
elsewhere in the State.* 

This means that for the 6,000 Utah Copper 
employees, 24,000 other jobs are created in Utah. 
That’s more than 9 per cent of all the people 
employed. Apply that percentage to the State’s 
1114 barbers and we find copper keeps 103 of them 
in business. 

Apply the 9 per cent to all job classifications 
— as we have to a few shown at the left — and 
consider the fact that Utah Copper can create these 
additional jobs only when costs of operation are 
kept at reasonable levels.* 

Costs of supplies, services, labor and taxes help 
determine the extent of the benefits of copper 
production — benefits that reach out to every 
home in our State. 

Utah’s Economic Patterns /’ Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research, University of Utah , 1953 
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Help! Help! 

Wanted By Museum! 

Can anyone tell us where our mu¬ 
seum can secure any or all of the fol¬ 
lowing pioneer relics? This is urgent! 
Communicate with President Sorensen 
at once. If they are of the vintage of 
the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, or 90’s they belong 
in the SUP collection. 

An old pioneer theatre or play-house. 
An old tithing office. 

An old Relief Society hall. 

An old calaboose. 

An old saw-mill. 

An old band-wagon. 

An old threshing machine with horse¬ 
power. 

An old lye-making ash rick. 

Old butchering kettles. 

Old costumes, women’s apparel, men’s 
apparel, children’s apparel. 

Old quilts. 

Old books, photographs, newspapers and 
periodicals. 

Old musical instruments and firearms. 
An old ward-house. 

A collection of pioneer medicinal 
herbs and drugs, doctor’s kits and in¬ 
struments, shaving mugs, bicycles, pio¬ 
neer automobiles, looms, street lamps, 
commercial signs, early day street-car, 
Saltair railroad coach, hitching post, 
watering trough, Indian collections, 
western paintings, saddles, military uni¬ 
forms, ore collections, stuffed animals 
of the region, botanical collections, and 
old church works. 


Ii the family budget looks sick at the 
end of the month, it’s probably some¬ 
thing you ate. 


National Encampment 
In August 

It is not a bit too early for chapters 
to begin planning for the SUP National 
Encampment at Brighton in August. 
Every chapter should definitely be there 
in force. Each chapter should bring 
some one or two well planned stunts. 
You can make the Encampment a 
never-to-be-forgotten round-up if you 
lay some sound plans now. Good stunts, 
interesting participation, hair - raising 
surprises and the unexpected “whipper- 
snappers” are the children of advance 
planning. You can’t shoot from the hip 
and expect applause. 


They never quite co-ordinate - 
come on time, but checks are late. 


1955 Membership 
Certificates Now 
Being Mailed 

Your Society 
headquarters is now 
eye - brow deep in 
the rush of mailing 
handsomely engross¬ 
ed Membership Cer¬ 
tificates to all 1955 
renewals. A new twist this year has 
been to make the certificate suitable for 
framing. Let’s have comment from our 
members regarding this. 

Another new gimick is the interest¬ 
ing folder in which your 1955 pocket 
membership card is enclosed. All chap¬ 
ters of the Society are listed on the 
back cover of the folder, and members 
of the Society are specially invited to 
visit other chapters when possible. 


S.U.P. Brass Band 
Chapter Contemplated 

The scuttle-butt has it that an official 
Sons of Utah Pioneers Brass Band chap¬ 
ter is in the process of being recruited 
in the Salt Lake County area. Our in¬ 
formation is that the chapter will be¬ 
come the official' music of the Society 
and will be so organised that every 
member will be required to be an ac¬ 
complished musician. It is contemplated 
the chapter will be far enough along 
in its organisation to participate in the 
National Encampment at Brighton in 
August. 

Anyone wishing further information 
and desiring to join the unit may call 
the editor. 

It is to be noted that music played 
an important part in early Utah cul¬ 
ture, and that “Brass Band” organisa¬ 
tions existed in every community of the 
territory, regardless of sise. 



PHILCO 

"Miss America* 
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Molt N. Smith Sparking 
Ogden-Weber Chapter 

One of the hardest-hitting chapter 
secretaries in the Society is Brother Molt 
N. Smith, secretary of the active Og- 
den-Weher chapter. Commenting on a 
recent trip he made to the SUP Museum 
in Salt Lake, Brother Molt has this to 
say in a personal letter to every member 
of his chapter. 

“To say I was somewhat surprised 
by our Museum and what it contains 
is a mild statement. There were three 
and a half acres of choice ground, four 
beautiful buildings, complete with relics 
of the pioneer era, including railway 
equipment, a big-ben sidewalk clock, a 
pioneer (barber-shop completely fur¬ 
nished, and' a pioneer soda fountain and 
drug store. There was also a completely 
furnished country store of the 1890 
era,' priceless sculpture and oil portraits, 
books, photographs, and small equip¬ 
ment from all fields of pioneer culture. 

“To my amazement I learned for the 
first time that the grounds and build¬ 
ings and their priceless contents belong 
absolutely to the Sons of Utah Pioneers, 
lock, stock, and barrel; an outright gift 
to the Society from Brother and Sister 
Horace A. Sorensen. 

“I learned that it costs a great deal 
of money to maintain these buildings, 
exhibits and grounds, and that so far 
there has been precious little support 
coming from our chapters and members, 

“I now find it gratifying to sit back 
in my easy-chair and think of the pos¬ 
sessions of*our Society and to realise 
that I own a part of it, that through 
my membership I have helped make it 
possible, and that I have many brothers 
who share my my loyalty, my pride, 
and my heritage. 

“Brothers, let’s pay our dues right 
away. The Society needs our financial 
support. And let’s get off the old el- 
fadelda and round up at least one new 
member each.” 


$25 Offered For 
Official SUP Song 

An honorarium of $25 has been 
posted for the best Sons of Utah Pion¬ 
eers Song. Words and music must be 
original. All entries must be in by 
June 30th. Winner will be announced 
at Annual Encampment at Brighton in 
August. The judges will be the com¬ 
mittee on Pioneer Music and Dance 
headed by Brother Richard Keddington. 
Won’t some inspired brother please 
come forward with an immortal, back- 
tingling, heart - swelling composition 


like “Dixie” or the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic?” 

Address all entries to: Richard Ked¬ 
dington, 1432 South 11th East, Salt 
Lake City. 


Mounted Posse Chapter 
Being Talked About 

There is considerable talk going the 
rounds in the state concerning the or¬ 
ganising of an official S.U.P. Mounted- 
Posse chapter. According to informa¬ 
tion received just before going to press 
the idea seems to be growing that .the 
diaper should be organised along the 
lines of the Pony Express with mem¬ 
bership limited to the number of original 
Pony Express stations in the Territory. 
Uniform, saddles and accouterments 
would be along the lines of the famous 
riders of the Express. 

One of the first projects of the new 


chapter, according to our informant, 
would be to officially ride the trail *— 
exactly as ridden in 1860 — for the 
Days of ’47 celebration this July. 

The chapter, would of course, be the 
central focus of interest, five years 
hence when the Sons of Utah Pioneers 
celebrate the Pony Express Centennial. 
It would be around this mounted chap¬ 
ter that Utah’s participation in the cele¬ 
bration would revolve. 

Further information is available on re¬ 
quest. 

1955 Renewals Due Now 

1955 renewals are now due from 
every member of the Society with the 
single exception of Life Members. Un¬ 
less your new, 1955 dues are reported to 
us this month YOU WILL RECEIVE 
NO FURTHER COPIES OF THE 
SUP NEWS or THE PIONEER, after 
the February issue. Dig deep, fellows, 
and pay up. 
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D. H. Elton, Q. C. 


Queen’s Counsel Speaks 
At Sugar House Chapter 

Members of Sugar House chapter, to¬ 
gether with their ladies and honored 
guests, were treated to a rare demon- 
tration of after-dinner speaking at its 
best in December, when they were 
entertained by Mr. D. H. Elton, Q. C. 

Mr. Elton is a practicing barrister and 
solicitor in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, 
with a commission from Her Majesty 
as “Queen’s Counsel.” He was mayor 
of Lethbridge nine consecutive terms 
and has an Honorary Life Membership 
in the Montana State Bar Association. 
He is also a member of the Authors’ 
Club of England. He has addressed 
many State Bars throughout the United 
States, and has also held every office 
in Kiwanis International with the ex¬ 
ception of President. 

We print but a few of Mr. Elton’s 
bon mots of the evening, of which he 
said “Some may be good,- and some are 
original.” 

Respect is what we owe—love is what 
we give. 

To exact gratitude is usury—to refuse it 
is bankruptcy. 

Do not attempt to measure friendship, 
or weigh affection—so much of thine, for 
so much of mine, is only barter and not 
love. 

We must have wisdom, skill, and vir¬ 
tue: Wisdom in knowing what to do, skill 
in knowing how to do it, and virtue in 
doing it. 

The best temperature for all seasons is 
a warm heart and a cool head. 


By the time he is wealthy enough to 
sleep late. 

It makes a man’s blood pressure run up 
To find he's acquired the unbreakable 
trait 

Of waking each morning at sunup. 


You Can’t Write The 
Order Unless You 
Ask For It 

Every week your editor gets mail con¬ 
taining statements like these : 

“I cannot understand why I was 
never asked to join.” 

“This is my third attempt to join the 
SUP. The only way I was able to re¬ 
ceive the necessary papers for applica¬ 
tion this time was . . 

If your editor had even as much as 
a dollar bill he would be willing to bet 
that in 9 times out of ten, if you were 
to ask the question, “Why aren’t you 
a member of the National Society of 
the Sons of Utah Pioneers?”, you would 
get this simple and direct answer, “No 
one ever asked me.” 

So, for what its worth, to help you 
do a better job in getting memberships, 
here are a few simple questions with 
short answers: 

1 . Who is eligible? A.. Any 18-year- 
old man who has at least one ancestor 
who was born in or came to Utah prior 
to May 10, 1869. 

2 . Why May 10, 1869? A. There had 
to be some deciding date. This seemed 
pretty good at the time. 

3. Must one have been born in Utah 
to belong? A. No. Where you were 
born, or when, makes no difference. 

4. Must I be living in Utah to. be¬ 
long? A. Of course not. You may live 
anywhere. 

5. Must I join through an establish¬ 
ed chapter? A. No. You may join as a 
member-at-large if you desire. You may 
affiliate with a chapter when you feel 
like it. 


THIS IS THE AGE 

of the half read page 

the quick hash and the mad dash 

the bright night with nerves tight 

the plane hop and the brief stop 

the lamp tan in a short span 

the big shot in a good spot 

the brain strain and the heart pain 

and the cat naps ’till the spring snaps 

and the fun’s done. 


Service Charge Revoked 

By action of the executive 'board the 
service charge of $2.50 for new mem¬ 
bers has been revoked. New members 
now joining the Society will pay only 
the initiation fee of $2.50 and annual 
dues of $2.50, making a total of $5.00 
for the first year and $2.50 annually 
thereafter. 


Sons of the Pioneers 

Born with a noble birthright, 

Heirs to an honored name 

Parents Whose deeds are graven 
Deep in the Halls of Fame. 

Soul-stirring memories linger 
Down thru the passing years; 

Memories that you must cherish, 

Sons of the Pioneers! 

Out o’er the trackless prairie, 

Fording the rivers wide; 

Caught in the mountain winter, 

They froze — they starved *— they 
died! 

Sacrifice, toil and hardship, 

Ridicules, jibes and jeers; 

Gather and guard their records, 

Sons of the Pioneers! 

“This is the place! said their leader, 
Enter this valley broad, 

Here we will build a city, 

And a temple unto our God.” 

Stern faith and rugged courage, 

Silenced their doubts and fears. 

See how the desert blossomed:— 

Sons of the Pioneers! 

Ah! yours is a sacred duty, 

Telling this story old, 

Never too well remembered; 

Never too often told. 

Tell how they plowed and planted 
Watering the furrows with tears; 

Sowing that we might harvest, 

Sons of the Pioneers! 

Pioneer Days are over, 

The old West has faded and gone. 

We who now live in these valleys 
Reap what our fathers have sown. 

Their task as Empire Builders, 

Now and in future years; 

Yours be to carry on ndbly, 

Oh Sons of the Pioneers! 

By Stanley A. Purrington 
Ogden , Utah 


If You Are Interested 
In Forming A Chapter 

National officers will travel any¬ 
where, anytime to meet with small 
groups of interested Sons who desire to 
form a local chapter. Simply round up 
TEN INTERESTED BROTHERS, 
and arrange for a place of meeting, 
ward house, your home, etc. Advise us 
by phone or letter. Give us two or three 
days advance notice, and we’ll have a 
contingent of national officers present 
to answer questions and to assist in get¬ 
ting the chapter under way. 
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CREDO 

I Believe In Sons of Utah Pioneers 

Because thousands strong, Sons of Utah 
Pioneers stand organised, trained and 
resolved to serve God, country and 
all mankind; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneers arouse 
an interest in the highest civic as¬ 
pirations of the community, stands 
for law and order, champions respect 
for properly constituted authority and 
marshalls the virtues of mankind that 
guarantee, “A government of the 
people, by the people, and for the 
people”; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneers main¬ 
tain an active interest and cooperate 
in public affairs and civic needs and 
sponsor local projects of civic pride; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneers tends 
to maintain and promote the spirit 
and courage of their Pioneer lore- 
fathers in every-day life which em¬ 
bodies a code of self-discipline that 
commands every “son” to talk clean r 
live clean and fight clean — even as 
their Pioneer forefathers biased their 
trails and conquered the frontiers; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneer activi¬ 
ties bring descendants of the real 
Pioneer into a closer union and bond 
of friendship through means of study 
groups, hikes to places of Pioneer in¬ 
terest; social functions and other 
forms of entertainment; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneers cooper¬ 
ate with all existing agencies—Daugh¬ 
ters of Utah Pioneers—Pioneer Trail 
Association and the State Historical 
Society, in locating and properly 
marking historical places of Pioneer 
interest and in gathering original 
documentary history, facts and relics 
of historical importance of Pioneer 
days; 

Because Sons of Utah Pioneers beckon 
and call to patriotic men of the coun¬ 
try to love, lead and serve the sons 
of America yet in plastic years so 
that they, with preparedness and pat¬ 
riotism will master the problems of 
their day with patience, courtesy and 
loyalty and crown physical courage 
with moral valor in the true spirit of 
the American Pioneer. 

By G. A. G. 


June 1 Closing Date 
For SUP Story Contest 

Do you have a story to tell? Is it 
about Utah pioneers and pioneer life? 
Are you old or young? If the anwser 
is “yes” to any of these questions then 
it is important for you to know that 
the annual SUP Pioneer Story Contest 
is now open and you may submit your 
story anytime before June 1. 

Dr. Walter A. Kerr, national chair¬ 
man of the famous Pioneer Story Con¬ 
test, advises there are two divisions in 
the competition: a Junior Division for 
those 17 years old and under, and a 
Senior Division for those 18 years and 
older. 

Winners in the contest will be the 
dinner guests of the Society at its an¬ 
nual encampment in August at Bright¬ 
on. Stories should not 'exceed 1500 


words, according to Dr. Kerr, and it 
must be a true story about some Utah 
Pioneer, preferably an ancestor of the 
contestant. 

An application blank has been, made 
available in this issue of the SUP 
NEWS. Use it at once. 


Flash! 

As we go to press we are informed 
that the Welsch, Driscoll 6#* Buck general 
mercantile store. Park City, Utah has 
closed after operations dating back to 
the turn of the century. President Hor¬ 
ace A. Sorensen has purchased most of 
the old fixtures and dated merchandise 
which will be moved to the SUP Mu¬ 
seum to tfurnish the old general store 
building recently moved in from Rock- 
port. 
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PIONEER SUGAR 


The U and I Sugar Company 
is the achievement of early 
pioneering in the beet 
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Pioneer Museum a Hive of Activity 



Fighting Stallions by Anna Hyatt 
Huntington. Presented to SUP Museum 
by Miss Huntington. 


The Sons of Utah Pioneers Museum, 
3000 Connor Street, Salt Lake City is 
already jam-packed with spring activity, 
erecting new buildings to house precious 
exhibits, restoring and conditioning 
priceless relics already received, cata¬ 
loging and indexing literary and art 
treasures, and in every way preparing 
for the thousands of people who will 
visit its three acres of pioneer culture 
as soon as the snows melt'. 

Every school class in the state is 
especially invited to spend a forenoon 
or an afternoon in the museum wonder¬ 
land. High Schools, grade schools, col¬ 



A number of historic relics recently acquired and now being restored by 
Moroni Schindler, assistant museum curator. 


lege classes’ All are welcome. P.T.A. 
groups, service clubs, church groups, 
and groups from industry are invited. 

There’s nothing quite like our SUP 
Museum in all the West. Even now, 
with cold winter snows on the ground, 
the large doors of the warm administra¬ 
tion building swing open daily to groups 
of from 25 to 50. 

To make arrangements for a group 
visit, of children or adults, simply call 
Brother or Sister Horace A. Sorensen, 
6-9965. It’s as easy as that. If you 
write, address your letter to 3000 Con¬ 
nor Street, Salt Lake City, Utah. 



The mill stones of the old West Jordan 
grist mill being presented to President 
Horace A. Sorensen, left, by Wilford 
V7. Gardner, right. They are now on 
display at the SUP Museum. 





A yoke of the SUP Museum oxen 
hitched to an old snow plow to keep 
walks and roads of Museum grounds 
free from snow. 



Pioneer commercial wagons 50 to 70 years old, on display at SUP Museum. 
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From the Historian’s 
Notebook 

Mortens en 

Amazing, i n fact 
shocking, was the 
information implicit 
in the lead article of 
the last issue of this 
journal. To refresh 
your memory, the 
front page headline 
for this article read: 
OUR GREAT MAN 
HUNT BEGINS. 
WANTED: INFORMA¬ 
TION CONCERNING 
THESE LOST CHAP¬ 
TERS. And then followed a list by coun¬ 
ties of chapters, their last known presi¬ 
dent and address, which at one time 
were living parts of the greater brother¬ 
hood of the SUP. Believe it or not, the 
list totals seventy-six chapters, or about 
seven times as many chapters as are now 
actually functioning. If these chapters 
could be revived, with only a minimum 
membership under the Articles of Incor¬ 
poration, that is* ten members each, the 
mmbers of the SUP would more than 
double in one fell swoop. 

With a potential membership of some¬ 
where between 100,000 to 200,000, and 
only a few hundred enrolled, the question 
naturally arises. What is the matter? What 
has happened to those lost chapters? Why 
have we not realized the potential which 
is ours and the influence which we could 
exert in the state and in all communities 
where sons of Utah pioneers reside. There 
are, of course, many answers. We are only 
a few hundred when we should be many 
thousands. We have a handful of chap¬ 
ters when we should have hundreds. In 
this humble reporter's opinion one of the 
answers lies in the area of activity. 
There is no point in calling a group of 
men together occasionally to have an elec¬ 
tion, to exchange personal remarks about 
the olden days, and then dismiss until the 
next meeting when the same is repeated. 
Interest is soon lost. It has been demon- 
trated over and over again that those 
chapters which are going concerns have 
a program, a project, a group of activities. 
Though some may object to it as a legiti¬ 
mate activity, still those chapters that 
meet and eat and laugh and enjoy each 
other's fellowship are successful organi¬ 
zations. 

Every chapter does not need to fol¬ 
low the same kind of a program or to 
engage in the same activities, but there 
is not a section of the country where a 
local project of importance and signifi¬ 
cance could not be found. The restora¬ 
tion of a pioneer home or building, the 
erection of a monument, the preparation 
of a centennial history, community his¬ 
tory, a biographical essay, the marking 
of a historic site, the creation of a small 
local museum or historical collection, the 
aiding and advising of a local library 
with respect to the collection of pioneer 
history, the sponsoring of a queen at a 
local celebration, the writing of pioneer 
stories. In fact the list is endless of the 
projects that can be dreamed up to get 


and hold the attention of a local chap¬ 
ter's membership. 

Among pioneer societies we Sons are 
fortunate in that we not only have a com¬ 
mon pioneer background and heritage, 
but in addition most of us have a com¬ 
mon religion. We are neighbors, fellow 
townsmen. At least on the local level, we 
are acquainted with the social and busi¬ 
ness activities of our fellow members. 
In short, the things we have in common, 
both as to the past, the present and the 
future, are too numerous to mention. 

If you are a chapter officer get yourseli 
a program, a project, and meet regularly. 
If you are only a member, urge your offi¬ 
cers to call a meeting, to develop a pro¬ 
gram that will obtain and hold the in¬ 
terest of all potential Sons in your area. 
In brief, do everything in your power as 
an individual to help this great organiza¬ 
tion grow to its fullest capacity. 


Chicago-Loop Chapter 
Organized 

Under the direction of national vice" 
president Dr. Carl J. Christensen of 
the University of Utah, a Chicago-Loop 
chapter was brought into being the 


night of January 21 in a mass meeting 
for all interested Chicagoans. 

Brother Merrill Maughn, 1314 Ash¬ 
land Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois was 
elected president with Paul Kimball, 
745 Glendale Drive, Glenview, Illinois, 
vice-president. Brother Alvin G. Hub" 
bard, No. 1 North La Salle Street, Chi¬ 
cago, was elected Judge Advocate and 
has undertaken the preparation of Arti" 
cles of Incorporation for the group. 

Other Sons active in the chartering 
of the chapter are: President I. A. 
Smoot, (President of the Northern 
States Mission), William Swinyard, 
Brother Smith who is with Western 
Electric, and Brother Asper. 

If any Son knows of an eligible broth" 
er in the Chicago area, please do 
two things at once: (1) Send the name 
and address of that brother, and some 
information as to his business or em¬ 
ployment, to Brother Merrill Maughn 
as shown above. (2) Write that par" 
ticular brother at once and tell him to 
immediately get in touch with Brother 
Maughn and give him Brother Maughn’s 
address. 


For men of vision. 

There’s Pioneering to be Done ! 


The same is true of institutions. 
We’re proud of our past 
— and eager for the future. 



One of the world’s truly great hotels. 
MAX CARPENTER, Manager 


By A. R. 
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Restoration of Pioneer Printing Shop at SUP Museum. 


KNOW YOUR UTAH YEAR 

('Continued from page 1) 

Included in the Society .plans to pro¬ 
mote a better knowledge of what Utah 
is, .was, and has, are powerful action 
groups in the following fields: regional 
chairmen to secure area interest and 
activity, memorialising resolutions in the 
Utah Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives, interest of stake presidents and 
bishfops, special programs and speakers 
for service clubs, women’s organisations, 
P.T.A. groups and church auxiliaries, 
cooperation with Salt Lake City Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, chambers in other 
communities, the State of Utah Publi¬ 
city and Tourist Bureau, speakers and 
information service for industry and 
trade associations, cooperation with the 
scouting and cubbing program. 

There will be day-long treks to 
scenic wonders and to little known sites 
of great historical importance. Nature 
trails, old land-marks, forgotten loca¬ 
tions, programs and cooperative activity 
in all schools of the state, private 
and parochial; marshaling of all mayors 
of the State and of all municipal offi¬ 
cers in an effort to get each community 
to locate, restore, mark and preserve 
its historic and scenic places. 

. A comprehensive speakers bureau will 
be organised and made available gratis, 
anywhere, anytime, on any aspect of 
the state. Historians will be organised 
for research and authentication; the 
state press will be requested to lend its 
power and influence to the activity. 
Radio and T.V. outlets will be urged 
to join, and as the effort gains mo¬ 
mentum it is hoped the story of Utah 
will be told and retold as never before, 
and that as a result of our activity a 
noticeable increase in out-of-state visi- 


SUP History-Mobile 
Planned 

Your editor has it on the Q.T. that 
plans are now underway to secure and 
equip a multi-thousand dollar automobile 
trailer of large dimensions in which will 
be special exhibits of the priceless heri¬ 
tage of the state. The interior will fea¬ 
ture special murals, illuminated maps 
and trails of historic interest; original 
documents, little - known relics and 
photographs; special economic displays, 
and data on the state’s resources and ac¬ 
complishments. 


tors will be effected. 

Activity such as this is planned to be 
will quickly separate the men from the 
boys. The task ahead will not be easy. 
We will need no arm-chair experts. 


A vast collection of specially pre¬ 
pared visual-aids will be carried, includ¬ 
ing colored-slide lectures, colored mov¬ 
ing pictures, historic tape-recordings of 
on-the-spot action, and a treasury of 
books, periodicals, and newspapers. 

The trailer will be rigged and publi¬ 
cised in something on the order of the 
old gas-light medicine show. Entertain¬ 
ers and lecturers will accompany it on 
its projected tour of every community 
in the state. 

But the whole undertaking is highly 
confidential, so don’t breathe a word 
about it to anyone. It’s just another 
national activity of your Society. 


What is done will require work, long 
hours, discomfort and personal sacrifice. 
This is your “alert.” If you can be 
counted on as an “S.U.P. Minute-man” 
let us hear from you. 


APPLICATION BLANK, SUP PIONEER STORY CONTEST 

Name of Contestant..—-------... 

Print Plainly 

Address ________-...-____ 

Street City State 

Division: Junior ( ) Senior ( ) My date of birth.... 

The source of my story is: .......... 


Send this application AND your story to the contest chairman of your local SUP Chapter, or to Dr. 
Walter A. Kerr, 132 University Street, Salt Lake City, Utah. But you MUST act before June 1st, 1955. 
























